
City Neighbors High School (CNHS) Lottery  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Why are students enrolled through a lottery process?   
CNHS is a charter school. A charter school is a public school that is managed by an independent organization. Charter schools do not 
have zones like traditional public schools and, in order to ensure fairness, charter schools must enroll students through a lottery 
process according to state and local charter school policy. 
 
What is the lottery and how does it work? 
The lottery is Feb. 11

th
, 2015 at 10am in the CNHS auditorium. Every completed application is assigned a number. The numbers are 

printed on pieces of paper (no names) and put into a container. The lottery is the event that is conducted to blindly pull the numbers 
to create the acceptance and waiting lists.  
 
I am going to attend the lottery. Will I know my child’s status after the lottery is finished? 
The letter that is sent to you after the lottery drawing is the official notification of your child’s status. The notification letters will be 
sent by Feb. 27

th
, 2015 

 
Why are some students automatically accepted? 
Charter school policy allows families to enroll younger children in the same charter school, if they choose to do so. CNHS enrolls 
students through the following order: 

1.   Graduating City Neighbors Charter and Hamilton School Students. 
2.  Siblings of current City Neighbors High School students.  A sibling must be a brother or sister who reside in the same 
household and share a common parent or guardian or are legally adopted by the same parent or is the legal responsibility 
of the same adult/parent.  
3.   Children of current City Neighbors High School Staff 
4.   New applicants 

 
I submitted my application at the first open house. Are the applications that are submitted early given preference? 
No. With a lottery system, all applications are treated equally unless you child is a sibling of a CNHS student, a graduate from City 
Neighbors Charter School, or a child of a staff member.  
 
What happens after the lottery? 
CNHS will you send you a letter within a few business days informing you of your child’s acceptance or wait-list status. Your child will 
only be accepted in the grade that you applied for.  The student must have the credits needed to be accepted into the grade you 
applied for.  
 
How do I accept my child’s placement?   If your child is accepted, it is very important to return all of acceptance documents by the 

deadline. If you do not meet the deadline, your child’s application will be removed from the acceptance list and placed at the 

bottom of the waiting list. The acceptance documents must be returned to CNHS no later than April 24
th

, 2015. This includes an 

acceptance form, registration information and the BCPS decline form. The BCPS decline form documents that you have chosen CNHS 

for your student and you are declining any other school you have applied for through the BCPS High School Choice process. You 

should submit the BCPS decline form to CNHS and submit a copy to the address listed on the form.  A proof of residency may also be 

required. Transcripts will be required for transfer students. Students must have all of the credits needed to enter the grade they 

have applied for.  

My child is on the waiting list. Will his/her number change? How will I know if she/he is accepted? 
You will be informed immediately if your child moves from the waiting to the acceptance list. CNHS staff will call and/or send you a 
letter with a deadline to accept. You are welcomed to call us to check on your child’s status. The waiting list changes throughout the 
enrollment process. 
 
Is there anything I can do to change my child’s status? 
The lottery is a fair process to all students. Each student is treated equally. There is nothing you can do to change your child’s status.  
 
Who do I contact with questions? 
Please contact Kim Lane at kimlane@cityneighborshighschool.org  or 443.642.2119 with any questions.  
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